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CALENDAR FOR November/December

EVERY SUNDAY 10:30 am: MEETING FOR WORSHIP
Child Care Available

LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH:  Unprogrammed Worship and Pot Luck Lunch
Children’s First Day School during worship (2nd & last Sundays)

OTHER WORSHIP UNDER THE CARE OF SMITHFIELD MEETING:
SECOND  SUNDAY OF MONTH 4:00 PM: Unprogrammed Worship at Uxbridge Meetinghouse,  Uxbridge, Mass

Other events

Saturday, November 13 9 AM – 2 PM: Christmas Bazaar at the Meetinghouse
Sunday, November 14 4:00 PM: Regular Meeting for Worship at Uxbridge

Meetinghouse
Thurs., November 25 9:30 AM: Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship at old

Uxbridge Meetinghouse
Sunday, December 5 Monthly Meeting for Business

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER

Thanksgiving Worship at the Uxbridge
Meetinghouse

All are invited to worship in an interfaith setting on
Thanksgiving Day at the historic Uxbridge Quaker
Meetinghouse. Worship is at 9:30 AM. If the day is
cold, be sure to dress warmly (a blanket may be

helpful).

Martha Smith, our Meeting's oldest member at 95, has written a brief memoir, "THOUGHTS FROM
MY YEARS AT SMITHFIELD FRIENDS MEETING." Some copies of this 4-page document are in the

meetinghouse library for reading or borrowing.



Letter from Marnie

Dear Friends,
Way back in 1999, I wrote a Thanksgiving

letter about being grateful for “small irritations.” This
year I am glad to report that something I feared would
be a maior irritation actually turned out to be a gift for
which I was very grateful.

It was jury duty. On the first Monday of
October, I had to report. It came at an incredibly busy
time. I had just finished leading a retreat in New
Hampshire, plus having all the stuff that’s usually on
my schedule. Then the next weekend I was facing
Committee Day, for which I had to write a report--plus
all the usual stuff. I had been
called up for jury duty before, but I had never actually
served. I was quite anxious about it. Would I be
dismissed again, or would I have to listen to evidence
on some horrible gory crime? Or some messy drug
bust? Or a nasty civil suit?

And
if I did wind
up on a jury,
I knew I
would have
to wedge
everything
else in
around the
edges. To top
it all off, on the Monday I had to report, I started
coming down with a cold. However, civic duty called,
so I dutifully appeared at 8:15 in the morning, armed
with a large bag of cough drops, a box of kleenex, and a
good book (I had been warned to expect to spend a lot
of time sitting around in the main jury lounge).

And I sat. And sat. And sat. Finally, late in the
afternoon, a bunch of us were called to be the pool for a
felony assault case, and I was one of the last people
selected for the jury. When we returned to our own jury
room in the morning and started to get acquainted, I was
amazed. We were a jury straight out of Norman
Rockwell’s America. Four immigrants (including two
Hispanics and an African), and two races (we were
missing an Asian representative); a great variety of
religions (mostly Catholic--this is Rhode Island, after
all; a couple of protestants, a Jew, and me); a variety of
occupations, from farmers to office workers--and me. I
was the oldest, and there was a very young single
mother (my own mother would have described her as a
“flibbertigibbet”) who arrived with a large album of
baby pictures we were all expected to coo over;
however, when it came time for us to deliberate on our
verdict, she displayed a large quantity of solid common
sense.

The trial itself was fascinating. The case was
not horrible--it was just tawdry. Both victim and the
defendant had been involved with drugs. The defendant
had been running around with a large kitchen knife--but

as far as we the jury could tell, there had not been an
actual or even a threatened assault. The evidence didn’t
stand up, and we brought in a verdict of “Not Guilty.”

I was profoundly impressed with the jury. We
thought the defendant might be capable of criminal acts,
but he didn’t do this particular thing. Everyone paid
very careful attention to the evidence. We took our job
very seriously, and I was struck by the amount of
common sense that prevailed in our rather noisy
deliberations. The
defendant was not an appealing character, to say the
least--but he got justice. I found that oddly consoling.

And I went home feeling very glad that I had
been called to this service, in spite of the great
reluctance with which I came to it. It restored a lot of
my faith in my fellow citizens. And I felt that maybe,
some day, we can reach that state in which justice ~
“roll down like the waters, and righteousness like an
everlasting stream.” (Amos 5:23) Love,

-Marnie

&

Howard Zinn at Cambridge
Howard Zinn, noted historian, writer, and

peace activist, will speak at the Cambridge Friends
Meeting House Thursday, October 21, at 7 PM. This is
a benefit for the Pat Farren Fund for Peace Works
Magazine; donations are requested. For more
information, see the bulletin board.

Fall-Winter Programs at Pendle Hill
Pendle Hill, the Quaker Study and Retreat

Center outside of Philadelphia offers some wonderful
opportunities for broadening and deepening you faith
and understanding of Quakerism, including a weeklong
course in non-violence, led by Dan Snyder. See fliers on
the bulletin board. Scholarship aid is available.

FGC Outreach Efforts
The Friends General Conference has launched

a special effort to improve communications with
pastoral meetings in their midst, and are particularly
inviting those meetings to become involved in programs
such as their Traveling Ministries Programs. Brochures
and fliers on some of these programs are posted on the
bulletin board or filed in the pamphlet rack, and
included materials on nurturing calls to ministry and
couple enrichment programs. Check ‘em out!

Open House at Moses Brown School
Are you or your child wondering if the Moses

Brown School in Providence might be the place for
you? Check it out at the Open House on Sunday,
October 24. See the Bulletin Board for details



Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business:
November 7, 2004

2004-62 Opening Minute
Smithfield Monthly Meeting met for a regularly
scheduled meeting for worship with attention to
business at 12 Noon on November 7, 2004.  Richard
Frechette served as clerk, Aaron Frechette as recording
clerk, and there were nine other Friends present.  We
began with a period of waiting worship.

2004-63  Care for the Meeting’s Money
Friends discussed the restatement of minute 2004-12,
relating to the care of the meeting’s money, which has
the effect of adding the name of the clerk of the meeting
as an authorized financial agent, and expands accounts
beyond banking accounts to include other investment
accounts. The clerk explained that he is very available
and easily accessible to the treasurer. He said that the
minute’s approval would allow the meeting’s
transactions to be conducted more efficiently. But
Friends felt that it was a mistake for the clerk to take on
such roles and, rather, these responsibilities should be
spread throughout the meeting community. Friends
agreed that the issue should be sent back to the finance
committee for further discernment.

2004-64 Friends Committee on National
Legislation

We ask Aaron Frechette to serve as a representative of
Smithfield Friends Meeting at the annual meeting of the
Friends Committee on National Legislation to be held in
Washington, DC on Nov. 11-14, and to report back to
us, both orally and verbally, on the events and decisions
of that gathering. Friends discussed the possibility of
also having representation at the Quaker United Nations
Office and receiving regular updates of issues from both
FCNL and QUNO, which represent Friends nationally
and internationally. Friends also discussed the
importance of youth involvement in QUNO and FCNL
programs.

2004-65 Request to Rent the Meetinghouse
Friends heard a report from Richard Frechette and
Marnie Miller-Gutsell on possible use of the
meetinghouse by Truth Tabernacle Evangelical Church.
Both Richard and Marnie expressed to pastor John
Owens, leader of the church, the “problem period” that
occurred with the Apostolic Pentecostal Church of
Rhode Island over the issue of a homosexual member of
that faith community not being welcomed by APC.
Richard and Marnie were satisfied by the pastor’s
response that his congregation should be a welcoming
environment to all seekers. Friends discussed the
importance of building ties with other denominations.
Finance Committee is authorized to address the
financial details of this arrangement.

2004-66 Coat rack
The Library Committee has asked that the coat rack no
longer be placed in the library. Friends addressed the
issue of where to hang coats. We asked building and
grounds committee to recommend a solution.

2004-67 Request for Support of Southeastern New
England Office of AFSC

Friends addressed the general appeal to all monthly
meetings from he American Friends Service Committee
regional office. Randy Oftedahl reported that AFSC has
moved into a new office and has been offered the
generous use of Beneficent Church space in downtown
Providence. Friends agreed to provide $150 for AFSC.
Friends are also asked to look to their own capacity to
provide support for the regional office. We encourage
future support as part of an ongoing effort to build
greater contact between AFSC and Smithfield Meeting.

2003-61 Closing Minute
No further business arising, Friends closed with a period
of waiting worship, intending to meet again for business
on December 5, 2004, God willing.

-Aaron D. Frechette
Recording Clerk Pro Temp

First Day School Christmas
Pageant

Yes, Friends, there IS a Christmas Pageant,
and the children of Smithfield Meeting will be

working on it EVERY Sunday (except
Thanksgiving weekend, Nov. 28) between

now and Christmas.  A little different this year
(not our usual Christmas play), as always, it

will be lots of fun!

Please bring in the kids to Meeting each
Sunday – or let me know when they will not

be coming – to help us plan accordingly.
Thanks!

-Randy



Dear Friends: 
One First Day in 

September, I had the          
opportunity to visit Westerly 
Monthly Meeting for worship 
and potluck. I was the first 
person to arrive. The early 
morning sun was shining 
beautifully, and the meeting-
house epi tomized the         
simplicity and beauty of 
Quaker design.   

I joyfully spent the 
time before Meeting in the 
amply-supplied library leafing 
through an age-yellowed copy 
of “Rufus Jones: Master 
Quaker.” Meeting for me that 
First Day was a contempla-
tion of the leading that calls 
me to service and how I, like 
Friend Rufus Jones, can most 
clearly focus my seeking 
through the lens of service to 
others.   

From out of the    
silence, a woman delivered 
her ministry through the story 
of adding solar panels to her 
home.  She shared that on 
sunny days, it gave her great 
joy to go around to the side of 
her house and watch the   
voltage meter run backwards, 
pushing against the current 
and winning a small victory 
for sustainability and a better 
world. One gray and cloudy 
day, she doubted that there 
was even enough light to 
make a difference in the flow 
of the meter. Out of simple 
curiosity, she looked anyway. 
The meter was running    
backwards. 

She observed that it 
took 38 small solar panels, 
each serving its role, to make 
this happen. One panel, no 
matter how large, could not 
do it alone. It had to be      

accomplished by the collec-
tive work of a whole gather-
ing, working together to focus 
the light as they received it.  

It gives me great joy 
to be writing to introduce our 
new SENE Service Witness 
Newsletter, which will be 
printed twice yearly and     
distributed as an insert for 
your  loca l  mee t ing ’s       
newsletter or bulletin.  This 
publication is designed to be 
one of many small steps to 
increase exchange and nurture 
between Friends Meetings in 
Southeastern New England 
and the office of the Ameri-
can Friends Service Commit-
tee in our area.  

As you may know, 
the Southeastern New      
England (“SENE”) Area Of-
fice of the American Friends  
Service Committee opened in 
early 2002 to advocate for         
nonviolent solutions in the 
aftermath of September 11, 
2001.  From our office in 
Providence, RI, the SENE 
program is charged with 
bringing the work and        
perspective of the Service 
Committee to Friends and 
n e i g h b o r s  t h r o u g h o u t    
Southeastern New England.  

I  was recently 
b l e s s e d  t o  a c c e p t                
responsibility for the work of 
this office. I offer the follow-
ing as background and       
introduction to how I come to 
this service.  I am a birthright 
Friend, and have spent much 
of my life under the wings of 
Quaker society.  I was born in 
upstate New York, but have 
experience living, sharing, 
and worshipping among 
Friends in Kansas, Indiana, 
and in     Britain.  My past 

work       includes service as 
an    AmeriCorps Team 
Leader working to reduce 
inner-city violence, as a 
trainer in     nonviolent direct 
action and conflict transfor-
mation, and as a human rights 
observer in the indigenous 
Mayan            communities of 
Chiapas in Southern Mexico. 

It is my sincere   
leading that AFSC in     
Southeastern New England 
serve the role of assisting and 
amplifying the witness of 
many Friends throughout our 
region toward peacebuilding 
and justice.  I hope that as we 
grow together, we will      
continue to discern how 
AFSC can support the health, 
growth, and witness of     
communities of peace and  
justice both inside and outside 
the Society of Friends.  

I believe that we are 
called as Friends to witness to 
“that of God in every one” in 
speech and action in a world 
that is sorely in need of this           
testimony.  I look forward to 
serving among Friends to 
“make the meter run        
backwards” as together we 
humbly amplify and patiently 
focus the Light which we are 
given for the future of this 
vibrant, fragile world we 
share. 

Please contact me at 
the address, phone, and email 
found in this newsletter at any 
t i me  w i th  q u es t i o ns ,         
comments, or inquiries about 
getting more involved in the 
work we are helping to make 
happen in Southeastern New 
England. 
 
In the Light of Service,  
 

Noah Merrill 
Program Coordinator 

AFSC SENE 

A Welcome from Noah Merrill 

Updating Friends in Southeastern New England 

Fall/Winter 2004 

Volume 1,Issue 1 SENE SERVICE WITNESS 

Working  
for Peace 

Speaking  
Truth to Power 

Seeking  
That of God  

in every person 

Walking  
in the  

Light of Service 
 

SENE SERVICE WITNESS 
is a twice-yearly project of 
the Support Committee of 
the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee of South-
eastern New England in-
tended to keep Friends in 
Rhode Island and South-
eastern Massachusetts 
informed about and con-
nected to the work of our 
local AFSC. 
 
 

AFSC  
SE New England 

33 Chestnut Street 
Providence, RI 02903       

 (401)521-3584      
sene@afsc.org 

www.afsc.org/sene 

AFSC SENE Program Coordina-
tor  Noah Merrill and friends 
unloading truck for “Eyes Wide 
Open” exhibit memorial 



Who We Are 
 
The American Friends Ser-
vice Committee (AFSC) is a 
Quaker organization that   
includes people of many 
faiths who are committed to       
nonviolence, justice, and  
service.  Our work is based in 
a belief in the inherent dignity 
and worth of every person and 
faith in the power of love to 
overcome violence and      
injustice.  
 The AFSC was 
founded in 1917 to provide 
conscientious objectors with 
an opportunity to serve      
civilians suffering in the wake 
of World War I.  In 1947, in 
partnership with the British 
Friends Service Council, we 
accepted the Nobel Peace 
Prize on behalf of all Quakers 
for “silent help from the  
nameless to the nameless”  

after World War II. 
 From its beginnings, 
the AFSC has recognized that 
the roots of violence and   
conflict can be found in     
conditions of alienation,     
inequality, poverty and       
oppression.  Over the years, 
our work has expanded to  
include programs that seek 
out and address the roots of 
injustice in our own          
communities, in our nation 
and in the world we share. 
 
What We Do 
 
The AFSC is committed to a 
vision of hope:  Hope for a 
world at peace, for vibrant 
communities and strength-
ened democracies, and for         
self-determination, justice and 
opportunity for all. The 
Southeastern New England 
(SENE) Program of the AFSC 

carries out service, advocacy, 
and education projects in 
communities across Rhode 
Island and Southeastern   
Massachusetts.  We provide a 
witness for the world we 
know is possible. We work to 
empower community mem-
bers as they join us in        
strengthening networks that 
create hope where hope is 
scarce. As a part of the AFSC 
structure, we are connected 
with our programs in 22  
countries and in 43 offices 
within the United States. 
 These connections 
help us link local concerns 
with global  realities. The 
thread that runs through our 
work is the    leading to serve 
“that of God in every one” as 
witnesses to the potential and 
value of all people and       
nations.  

half years, and will speak 
from their experience, and 
those of the Iraqis among 
whom they live.  
Please join us to learn how 
Friends and neighbors can 
help support this crucial 
work and learn more about 
this tragic situation in this 
critical time. 
Questions? Call Noah at 
401.521.3584 or visit 
ww.afsc.org/sene 

Rick McDowell and Mary 
Trotochaud, AFSC Iraq 
Country Representatives, 
will travel to Southeastern 
New England November 13 
and 15. Speaking events are  
planned on Saturday the 
13th in Mattapoisett, MA 
and Providence, RI and on 
Monday the 15th in Fall 
River, MA and Westerly, RI.  
Rick and Mary have lived in 
Iraq for the last one and a 

The American Friends Service Committee of Southeastern New England 

AFSC Iraq Staff Coming to Our Area 

Peace and Social Witness 
within your community. If we 
haven't already scheduled a 
visit, we invite you to      
contact Noah at the SENE 
Office (401.521.3584 or 
sene@afsc.org) to set one up. 
We look forward to hearing 
f r o m  y o u ! 

Bring AFSC SENE to Your Meeting 
As a part of our ongoing work 
to strengthen connections be-
tween Friends Meetings and 
the AFSC office in our area, 
we're eager to schedule a visit 
to your meeting to share in     
worship and discussion on how 
the AFSC office can increase 
its support of leadings for 

 
 
American Friends 
Service Committee of 
Southeastern New 
England 
33 Chestnut Street, 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401)521-3584 
sene@afsc.org 
www.afsc.org/sene 
Noah Merrill 
Program Coordinator 

 
Keep Up to Date 
With AFSC and Peace 
events in RI and SE 
Massachusetts: Join our 
email mailing list at 
www.afsc.org/sene/ 
Mailing_list.htm 

Page 2 SENE SERVICE WITNESS 

Boots representing the over 
1050 U.S. soldiers who have 
died in the Iraq War was part 
of the powerful “Eyes Wide 
Open” traveling memorial 

WE NEED YOUR 
HELP! 

American Friends    Ser-
vice Committee can only 
do what we do through 
the tireless   support of 
individuals and Meetings 
in our area. We welcome 
your gifts of time, energy, 
skills, and resources.  
 
· To learn more about 
volunteer opportunities 
with AFSC SENE, please 
contact us at the AFSC 
office by phone or email 
sene@afsc.org and put 
“volunteer SENE” in the 
Subject line 
·  T o  c o n t r i b u t e           
financially to our ongo-
ing service and advo-
cacy, send checks to: 
AFSC SENE at: 
 
 33 Chestnut Street          
Providence, RI  02903 



The nature of their purpose and quest as Friends binds members of a Meeting
and of the whole Society into an intimate fellowship whose unity is not threatened
by the diversity of leadings and experiences which may come to individual
Friends.  To share in the experience of the Presence in corporate worship, to
strive to let Divine Will guide one’s life, to uphold others in prayer, to live in a
sense of unfailing Love, is to participate in a spiritual adventure in which Friends
come to know one another and to respect one another at a level where
differences of age or sex, of wealth or position, of education or vocation, of race
or nation are all irrelevant.  Within this sort of fellowship, as in a family, griefs and
joys, fear and hopes, failures and accomplishments are naturally shared, even as
individuality and independence are scrupulously respected. – New England
Yearly Meeting, Faith and Practice, 1985

Smithfield Monthly Meeting
              of Friends
    108 Smithfield Road
  Woonsocket, RI 02895




